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“Catholic Charities Corner” is a series of weekly announcements intended for parish bulletins, newsletters,
websites or social media. Content will include Catholic Charities Central Texas programming, events, and
information on poverty and Catholic Social Teaching.
January 7-8
January is Poverty Awareness Month. Did you know that
Catholic Charities of Central Texas works to eliminate
poverty in the 25-county Diocese of Austin? Come join us
CC101, a free “lunch and learn” where you can experience the
mission of Catholic Charities in Action and find ways to
engage with us! For more information, visit
www.ccctx.org/get-to-know-catholic- charities or call 512651-6126 (Austin) or 979-822-9340 x114 (Brazos Valley).

January 21-22
Did you know that half of Texas residents are one crisis away
from poverty? In other words, they do not have the savings
necessary to weather a crisis like a job loss or large medical
expense. Catholic Charities helps families move from
poverty
to
economic
self-sufficiency
through
comprehensive case management and emergency
assistance. To learn more, call 512-651-6100 (Austin) or
979-822-9340 (Brazos Valley).

January 14-15
Do you feel alone, depressed, or anxious? Do you need
someone to talk to? Catholic Charities Counseling Services
can help you to work through today’s challenges for a brighter
tomorrow. Our counselors meet with individuals, couples and
families, providing high quality services on a sliding scale fee
structure. To connect with a counselor, call 512-651-6100.

January 28-29
Do you have questions about your immigration status, or
wonder what types of relief may be available to you or a loved
one? Catholic Charities of Central Texas provides low cost,
high quality legal consultation and representation in
immigration matters for our clients. For more information
on Immigration Legal Services or to confirm the current
consultation schedule, call 512-651-6100 (Austin) or 979822-9340 (Brazos Valley).

February 4-5
Did you know that the Gabriel Project Life Center at Catholic
Charities serves all new moms and dads? Whether are you are
married or single, a first-time parent or needing a refresher,
we’re here for you. Our program offers free classes about
your pregnancy and life as a new parent, one-on-one support
and help with mom and baby items. To learn more call 512651-6100 (Austin) or 979-822-9340 (Brazos Valley).

February 18-19
Are you in a challenging relationship? Catholic Charities
Counseling Services can help you to cope with difficult
situations and strengthen your marriage and family
relationships. Counseling sessions are available to adults,
children, couples and families. Services are offered on a
sliding scale fee structure. For more information, call 512651-6100.

February 11-12
Catholic Charities Immigration Legal Services offers legal
assistance to individuals and families eligible to apply for
immigration benefits, including family reunification,
humanitarian relief, Temporary Protected Status, as well as
services for victims of domestic violence and human
trafficking. If you or someone you know is in need of
services, call 512-651-6100 (Austin) or 979-822-9340
(Brazos Valley).

February 25-26
Catholic Charities helps families experiencing a financial
crisis address their immediate needs and create a plan for
long-term financial security. Our Financial Stability program
offers education, case management and emergency assistance
to help break the cycle of poverty. To learn more, call 512651-6100 (Austin) or 979-822-9340 (Brazos Valley).

7-8 de enero
Enero es Mes de Concienciación sobre la Pobreza. Sabía usted
que La Caridad Católica de Tejas Central trabaja para eliminar
la pobreza en la Diócesis de 25 condados de Austin? Venga a
unirse a nosotros CC101, un “almuerzo gratis y aprender”
donde usted puede experimentar la misión de Caridad
Católica in Acción y encontrar maneras de participar con
nosotros! Para obtener más información, visite
www.ccctx.org/get-to-know- catholic-charities o llame al 512651-6126 (Austin) o 979-822- 9340 x114 (Brazos Valley).

21-22 de enero
¿Sabía que la mitad de los residentes de Texas estarán en la
pobreza si enfrentan una crisis más? En otras palabras, no
tienen los ahorros necesarios para enfrentar una crisis, tal
como la pérdida del empleo o un gasto medico grande.
Caridades Católicas ayuda a familias a ir de la pobreza a la
suficiencia económica a través de un manejo de casos
completo y asistencia de emergencia. Para aprender más,
llame al 512-651-6100 (Austin) o al 979-822-9340 (Brazos
Valley).

14-15 de enero
¿Se siente solo, deprimido o ansioso? ¿Necesita hablar con
alguien? Los Servicios de Consejería de Caridades
Católicas pueden ayudarle a trabajar a través de los desafíos
de hoy para un mañana más brillante. Nuestros consejeros se
reúnen con individuos, parejas y familias y proporcionan
servicios de alta calidad en una estructura de tarifas de
escala móvil. Para conectar con un consejero, llame al 512651-6100.

28-29 de enero
¿Tiene preguntas sobre su estatus migratorio, o se pregunta
qué tipo de ayuda puede que esté disponible para usted o
para un ser querido? Caridades Católicas del Centro de
Texas provee
a nuestros clientes de representación legal de bajo costo y
alta calidad en asuntos relacionados a inmigración. Para
mayor información sobre Servicios Legales de
Inmigración o para confirmar el calendario de consultas
actual, llame al 512-651- 6100 (Austin) o al 979-822-9340
(Brazos Valley).

4-5 de febrero
¿Sabía usted que el Centro de Vida del Proyecto de Gabriel
de Caridades Católicas proporciona servicios a todos los
nuevos padres de familia? Independientemente de si usted es
casado(a) o soltero(a), padre primerizo, o que necesite de un
recordatorio, estamos aquí para servirle. Nuestro programa
ofrece clases gratuitas acerca del embarazo, de la vida como
nuevo padre de familia, de orientación personalizada, así
como asistencia con artículos para bebés y madres de familia.
Para mayor información llame al 512-651-6100 (Austin) o al
979-822-9340 (Brazos Valley).
11-12 de febrero
Los Servicios Legales de Inmigración de Caridades Católicas
ofrecen asistencia legal a individuos y familias elegibles para
aplicar por beneficios de inmigración, incluyendo la
reunificación familiar, ayuda humanitaria, Estatus Protegido
Temporal, y también servicios para víctimas de violencia
doméstica y tráfico humano. Si usted o alguien que usted
conoce necesita servicios, llame al 512-651-6100 (Austin) o
al 979-822-9340 (Brazos Valley).

18-19 de febrero
¿Se encuentra en una relación difícil? Los servicios de
consejeros de Caridades Católicas le puden ayudar a
sobrellevar su situación complicada, fortalecer su matrimonio
y sus lazos familiares. Las sesiones de consejería están
disponibles tanto para adultos, menores, parejas y familias.
Nuestros servicios se ofrecen en base a una escala variante de
honorarios previamente determinados. Para mayor
información llamar al 512-651-6100.
25-26 de febrero
Caridades Católicas ayuda a las familias que experimentan
una crisis financiera a responder a sus necesidades
inmediatas y crear un plan a largo plazo de seguridad
financiera. Nuestro Programa de Estabilidad Financiera
ofrece educación, manejo de casos y asistencia de
emergencia para ayudar a romper el ciclo de pobreza. Para
obtener más información, llame al 512-651-6100 (Austin) o
979-822-9340 (Brazos Valley).

To receive electronic versions of Catholic Charities Corner, including the Catholic Charities of Central Texas logo, please
contact Allison Cavazos, Parish Relations Coordinator, at 512-651-6105 or allison-cavazos@ccctx.org.
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D IOCESE OF A USTIN
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF CENTRAL TEXAS
WORSHIP OFFICE
MEMORANDUM/FAX

TO:

ALL CLERGY, RELIGIOUS EDUCATION LEADERS AND RCIA
DIRECTORS

FROM:

OFFICE OF WORSHIP

SUBJECT:

RITE OF ELECTION

DATE:

1/10/2017

Greetings!
The 2017 Rite of Election of Catechumens and of the Call to Continuing Conversion
of Candidates will be celebrated on March 4 at 1 p.m., at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish in
College Station and on March 5 at 2 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. at St. John Vianney Parish, in
Round Rock. This combined Rite is for all catechumens (non-baptized person age 7 and
up) who are preparing for initiation at the coming Easter Vigil on April 15 through
Baptism, Confirmation and holy Communion. It is also for candidates, those who were
previously baptized outside of the Catholic Church seeking to enter into the full
communion of the Catholic Church through profession of faith, Confirmation and holy
Communion and for previously baptized but uncatechized Catholics seeking
Confirmation and Eucharist. Catechumens are expected to attend the rite; however, it is
optional for those previously baptized and for younger children.
For any additional assistance please contact Sara Lockey in the Worship Office at (512)
949-2429. May God’s blessings be upon you and the works of your ministry.
Peace,
David Wood
Director, Office of Worship

D IOCESE OF A USTIN
OFFICE OF WORSH IP
MEMORANDUM
R I T E OF E L E C T I O N 2 0 1 7

TO:

ALL CLERGY, RELIGIOUS EDUCATION LEADERS AND RCIA DIRECTORS

FROM:

OFFICE OF WORSHIP

SUBJECT:

RITE OF ELECTION

DATE:

1/10/2017

Dear RCIA Director,
The 2017 Rite of Election of Catechumens and of the Call to Continuing Conversion of Candidates will be celebrated
on March 4, at 1 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish in College Station and on March 5 at 2 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. at St. John
Vianney Parish in Round Rock. This combined Rite is for all catechumens (non-baptized person age 7 and up) who are
preparing for initiation at the coming Easter Vigil on April 15 through Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Communion. It is
also for candidates, those who were previously baptized outside of the Catholic Church seeking to enter into the full
communion of the Catholic Church through profession of faith, Confirmation and Holy Communion and for previously
baptized but uncatechized Catholics seeking Confirmation and Eucharist. Catechumens are expected to attend the rite;
however, it is optional for those previously baptized and for younger children.

MOMENT OF TRANSITION
The Rite of Election marks a significant moment in the life of the Catechumen. Contrary to popular thought, the
Rite of Election is not primarily about meeting the bishop or experiencing the larger diocesan church. As significant as these
may be, they do not compare to the mystery of being chosen by God for the Easter sacraments. The focus of the Rite of
Election is primarily on the grace of God leading the catechumens ever more deeply into union with the Church, the Body
of Christ, through the manifestation of God’s election.
The rite reveals the focus to be discernment, the testimony of godparents, the assent of the catechumens, the enrollment
of names, and the church’s election in response to clear evidence of God’s choice. The elect are also called illuminandi,
those being enlightened (RCIA 124). This enlightenment is the work of the Holy Spirit through the ministry of the Church.
The Rite of Election is a hinge point in the faith journey of the Catechumens. The ritual is not mere pageantry nor is it
simply a celebration of the gathered community. This rite, like all rites of the Church, is an action of God.
Based upon the evidence of the lives of the catechumens, their godparents offer testimony to the faithfulness of the
catechumens in living the Christian life of prayer, service, worship and evangelization. It is by the example of their lives
within the Christian community that the Church becomes convinced the catechumens have been called by God and are ready
to become the elect. During the ritual, the catechumens are once more questioned about their intention to continue in the
way of life they have begun. The “Yes” of the catechumens consummates their faith journey and sets them on the path to
initiation at the upcoming Easter Vigil. They are formally declared to be the Elect by the bishop or his delegate and thereby
enter the Period of Purification and Enlightenment, the Lenten retreat of final preparation for initiation.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND THE RITE?
CATECHUMENS (about 10 and younger) - Optional
Children Catechumens are welcome. Please use pastoral discretion here. The children are not required to attend
the ceremony with the adults if it will be more than the child can handle.

CATECHUMENS (11+) - Definitely
The Rite of Election is a significant moment for the catechumens and they are expected to participate in the rite.

PREVIOUSLY BAPTIZED NON-CATHOLICS - optional
Those who are already one in the Church through baptism are not required to participate in the Call to Continuing
Conversion. The RCIA instructs that “no greater burden than necessary” is to be required of these sisters and
brothers (473). Once they are prepared they may make a Profession of Faith and complete intuition through
Confirmation and Eucharist normally on Sunday when the community is gathered. (Eastern Orthodox Christians
only make a Profession of Faith.)

PREVIOUSLY BAPTIZED UNCATECHIZED CATHOLICS - optional
Baptized adults who received no catechesis prior to participating in the RCIA may join the other Candidates in
being presented to the bishops as part of their progress toward reception of Confirmation and Eucharist.

ADULT CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES – No
SPONSOR/GODPARENT
One godparent (or sponsor) may accompany each Catechumen and one sponsor accompany each Candidate. Please
decide in advance who will sit with the person. If the godparent or sponsor cannot attend the rite, someone else may
stand in as a proxy.

DISCERNMENT
Discernment is an essential aspect of the RCIA process. A form is attached to this memo that you are free to use to
assist you in this process.

PRIOR TO THE CELEBRATION
Prior to the diocesan celebration of the Rite of Election of Catechumens and the Call to Continuing Conversion of
Candidates, your parish will have celebrated the Rite of Enrollment of Names of the Catechumens (see RCIA 106ff
and 434ff). The Book of the Elect in which the names were inscribed is brought the Rite of Election and will be
used in the diocesan celebration. Please do not forget the Book of the Elect from your parish. The name of each
catechumen will be called from the Book of the Elect and presented to the bishop. After all the catechumens are
presented, the bishop will sign each book.

UPON ARRIVAL
We request that the DREs or RCIA Directors expecting to attend, arrive 1 hour prior to the celebration. This will
allow you ample time to check-in and pick up your packet with your catechumens name tags and a seating chart to
find your reserved seating. Please have the catechumens you have registered arrive 45 minutes prior to the
celebration and meet with you to receive their name tag and seating information.

SEATING
Seating at this celebration is at a premium. Therefore, ONLY the catechumens, candidates, sponsors/godparents
and one team member will sit in the reserved areas. Family members, guests or additional team members will be
seated outside of the reserved section as space is available. The parish names will be marked on the pews and
hospitality ministers will be available to assist you in finding your location.

SPECIAL NEEDS
Please notify the Office of Worship if there are participants/guests with special needs.

SUBMITTING NAMES
The diocese will prepare a name tag for each catechumen whose name was submitted. Please be certain to send a
complete list of names when you register.
All names of the catechumens and candidates must be submitted electronically at www.austindiocese.org/ROE2017
by Monday, February 13. The webpage will be available beginning January 30 where you can download and
print registration spreadsheets. These spreadsheets, when completed, should be submitted to
liturgy@austindiocese.org.

The Office of Worship continues to walk with you and those preparing for full communion into our church. Thank you for
all of your efforts in making this event a prayerful and memorable celebration for our elect and candidates.
For any additional assistance please contact Sara Lockey in the Worship Office at (512) 949-2429.
May God’s blessings be upon you and the works of your ministry.
Peace,
David Wood
Director, Office of Worship

Ascend, the Diocese of Austin’s emerging leaders program, is an initiative to identify, develop and support
young leaders under the age of 40 in the diocese and
the communities in its borders. Participants will be
challenged to consider ethics and leadership through
the lens of their faith. The Ascend class of 2017 will be
empowered to make a lasting contribution by practicing applied leadership skills so that they may exercise
their faith in positions of leadership in the Church as
well as in their homes, communities and careers.

Forming Catholic leaders through:

Self · Skills · Service


Reflect on Catholic identity and core values



Intentional servant leadership development



A lived Christian witness in everyday life

An authentic faith – which is never comfortable or completely personal – alw ays involves a deep desire to
change the w orld, to transmit values, to leave this earth
somehow better that w e found it.
Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium

The diocese is now accepting applications for the Ascend class of 2017. Approximately 30 young adults
will be selected to participate in a series of retreats and evening courses between February and April.
Applications are due February 10 at 5 p.m.
For complete information about Ascend, including the program calendar, application and a list of FAQs,
please visit: www.austindiocese.org/ascend.

Diocese of Austin

Pastoral Center
6225 Highway 290 East · Austin, TX 78723-1025
(512) 949-2400 · Fax (512) 949-2520
www.austindiocese.org

January 10, 2017
Dear Pastors,
The diocesan Office of Evangelization, Catechesis and Family Life (ECFL) is in the process of gathering
information about catechetical programs as they are functioning in the 127 parishes and 25 counties of
the Diocese of Austin. As you might imagine, this is no small task!
In past years, we have regularly asked our parishes to provide the numbers of participants in the child and
youth religious education programs as well as the kinds of resources and curricula that are being used.
This year, however, we would like to gather more specific and comprehensive data—to get a broad and
more accurate grasp of parish catechesis, the approaches used for sacramental preparation for all ages,
and the sorts of human and material resources available for ministry. Why is this important?
We are aware that there is tremendous diversity in the Diocese. Our parishes are urban and rural, large
and small, well‐resourced and disadvantaged, geographically scattered and changing demographically and
culturally. The diocese itself is in the midst of implementing a Pastoral Plan that has many implications for
catechetical and spiritual formation. In order to assist all of our people in sharing the Good News of Jesus
Christ and growing healthy parish communities, the ECFL Office wishes to provide support based on
updated and accurate knowledge. We’d like to update the contact information of our parish catechetical
personnel, and most importantly, we’d like to be able to respond well to present needs and plan for the
future.
Since most parish catechetical programs are up and running by the end of October, we have chosen mid‐
year to capture a snapshot of the current status of religious education in your parish. An electronic
survey has been emailed to our database of catechetical leaders and we will repeat the emailing in early
January. We’ve asked them to examine the survey and answer as many questions as they can. (To see a
copy of the online survey, click here).
Our goal is for all parish religious education programs to complete the online survey by Friday, January
27. After that date, a member of our department will contact parishes which have not responded, and
offer assistance. An analysis of the data and a report will be available in May 2017.
We greatly appreciate your help as we gather this information, especially as you support your catechetical
leaders in the completion of the survey. If you have further questions, please contact Gustavo Rodriguez,
Associate Director of Catechesis, at (512) 949‐2492, or email Gustavo‐rodriguez@austindiocese.org.
May God bless you,
Sharon K. Perkins, Director
Office of Evangelization, Catechesis, and Family Life

Please answer as many of the following questions as possible, pertaining to
the Religious Education and Formation programs of your parish. Thank you.
1. General Parish Information
Name of Diocesan
Parish
Deanery
Address
Address 2
City / Town
State / Province
ZIP / Postal Code
Email of respondent
Phone

2. Religious Education Personnel:
Name of Director of
Religious Education
(DRE)
Email Address
Additional Coordinator
name and title
Email Address
Additional Coordinator
name and title
Email Address
Additional Coordinator
name and title
Email Address
Additional Coordinator
name and title
Email Address
Other
Email Address

3. Early Childhood (PreK - K)
Number of
Catechists/Aides
Number of Students in
Program
Name of Publisher and
Series being used for
instruction
Supplemental instructional
materials used, if any:
Number of Students
receiving formation in
Spanish
Number of Students
receiving formation in
English

4. Elementary Education (1st-5th)
Number of
Catechists/Aides
Number of Students in
Program
Name of Publisher and
Series being used for
instruction
Supplemental Instructional
materials used, if any:
Number of Students
receiving formation in
Spanish
Number of Students
receiving formation in
English

5. Middle School (6th-8th)
Number of
Catechists/Aides
Number of Students in
Program
Name of Publisher and
Series being used for
instruction
Supplemental Instructional
materials used, if any:
Number of Students
receiving formation in
Spanish
Number of Students
receiving formation in
English

6. High School (9th-12th)
Number of
Catechists/Aides
Number of Students in
Program
Name of Publisher and
Series being used for
instruction
Supplemental Instructional
materials used, if any:
Number of Students
receiving formation in
Spanish
Number of Students
receiving formation in
English

7. Summer Programs/Alternative Scheduling
Vacation Bible School?
Summer Intensive RE
Program (describe):
Home-based catechesis?
Other (describe):

8. Do you partner with any other parishes to provide services or share resources?
Religious Education for
Children (describe)
Religious Education for
Adolescents (describe)
Sacramental Preparation
(describe)
Retreats/Events (describe)
Catechist Training

9. Sacramental Formation for this current year (2016-17)
Number of Baptized
Catholic adults, currently
preparing for Adult
Confirmation
Number of Baptized
Catholic adolescents,
currently preparing for
High School
Confirmation
Number of Baptized
Catholic children, currently
preparing
for First Penance/First
Communion (ages 6-7)
Number of children
Baptized Catholic but
un-catechized, that are
currently preparing to
receive Holy Eucharist
and Confirmation with
Bishop (Ages 8-15)

10. RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) or RCIA Adapted for Children
Number of children
currently preparing for
initiation through Baptism,
Holy Eucharist and
Confirmation (Age 7-12)
Number of adolescents
currently preparing for
Baptism, Holy Eucharist
and Confirmation (Age
13-17)
Number of adults currently
preparing for Baptism,
Holy Eucharist and
Confirmation (Age 18+)
Number of Baptized Adult
Candidates currently
preparing for Full
Communion (Eucharist
and Confirmation at Easter
Vigil)
Name/Publisher of
materials used for RCIA
catechesis

11. Adult Faith Formation
Types of adult learning and enrichment programs made available in your parish in the past calendar year
(2016) - check all that apply:
Bible Study
Book Club/Study
Literature/CD rack in narthex
Speaker Series
Marriage Enrichment
Video-based Programs
Retreats/Days of Reflection
Small Faith Sharing Groups
Spirituality/Prayer Groups
Parenting Resources
Special Interest/Support Groups
Service based learning
Eucharistic Adoration
Recorded/Published homilies and talks
Podcasts/YouTube videos
Online Learning Subscriptions (formed.org or similar)
Parish website or social media page
Parish bulletin inserts
Other (please specify)

12. Which of the above Adult Formation Programs are available in languages other than English?

13. Director of Religious Education Diocese of Austin DRE Certification Program
Has the Director of
Religious Education
completed the diocesan
DRE certification Program
or its equivalent? If
equivalent, please
describe.

14. Catechist Certification Diocese of Austin Catechist Certification Program
How many Catechists
have completed Level I
Certification?

How many Catechists
have completed Level II
Certification?
How many Catechists
have completed Level III
Certification?

15. What sort of compensation do RE personnel receive?
Unpaid volunteer
Director of Religious
Education,
Evangelization or
Catechesis
Assistant DRE or
equivalent
High school/middle
school coordinators
Adult Faith Formation
Clerical/Administrative
Assistant
Other

Stipended

Part Time Hourly

Full Time Hourly

Full Time Salaried

16. Excluding compensation for personnel, what is your total parish RE operating budget for the 2016-2017
year?
$2,000 or less
$2,001 - $5,000
$5,001 - $10,000
$10,001 - $20,000
$20,001+
Comments:

17. Based on the amount indicated above, which of these programs does this amount include?
Sacramental Preparation
Children's Catechesis
Youth/Adolescent Catechesis
Adult Faith Formation
Family based catechetical programs

18. Is there any additional information that would be important or helpful to include in this survey?
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Catholic schools in the Diocese of Austin offer
excellent academic and outstanding faithinspired instruction for students in Central
Texas. In a constant effort to achieve this
enthusiastic combination, the witness of
student transformation, community impact
and the importance of compassionate service
to others in each of our 22 Catholic schools is
amazing. A couple of middle school students
from Holy Family Catholic School in Austin
shared their story of real transformation and
growth in faith that occurs when students are
in a nurturing, supportive, and Catholic
educational environment.

Kevin Riek
Eighth Grade

Q
Why did you decide to attend Holy Family
Catholic School?

A

I was following in my brothers’ footsteps. I am the
youngest of four and I was excited to go school with my
brothers because it sounded fun and grown-up. And
everyone was always really nice to me when I visited.

Q
What has Holy Family meant to you? Why?

A

The testimonies of Kevin Riek, eighth grade and
parents of Teresa Selvaraj, seventh grade, are
inspirational and full of hope.

Holy Family is a place where I’ve learned, met good
friends and grown in faith. It is filled with teachers who
want to connect with their students and students who
will include you.
continued ON page 2 >>>

<<< continued from page 1

Q

Q

Q

If you could say anything about the school to a new
student what would you say?

What has Holy Family meant to you? Why?

Has your perspective changed since you have
attended Holy Family? In what ways?

A
Yes. It has changed in that my faith is my
lifestyle—it’s not just something for Sunday—it’s
something that is part of every day. Each day
I’m encouraged to live by the teachings of Jesus
and to be kind to others. I love the Hobbit/The
Lord of the Rings and one of my favorite Gandalf
lines is, “It is the small things—everyday deeds
of ordinary folk—that keeps the darkness at bay.
Simple acts of kindness and love.” I think that
Holy Family has helped me to understand the
meaning of this.

Q
What has been the most memorable activity/
opportunity that you have been a part of at
Holy Family? Why?

A
Don’t be afraid to be yourself. You can be open with
others because Holy Family inspires and fosters respect
for others. Plus, you’ll have opportunities to find
something you enjoy—from sports to one-act play to
robotics to Quiz Bowl to student council to music to
altar servers. There’s something for everybody.

Q
What else would you like to add?

A

One of my favorite things about Holy Family is
that when I come back from a day away, like a sick
day, my classmates always greet me with “Kevin is
back!” We do this for everyone because everyone is
an important part of our group.

Teresa Selvaraj

A
Speaking events. It’s tough to make the finals
in speaking contests because there are so many
good competitors, but at Holy Family we have
constant support and guidance from teachers
and friends. I feel that I could not do it without
them and every time I advance I‘m really happy
because I feel like my hard work and theirs has
paid off.

Q
What qualities do you feel you have you gained
from attending Holy Family? Why?

A
I feel I have gained openness, friendliness and
kindness. Holy Family encourages its students to
challenge themselves, make friends and explore
their interests.

Q
What do you enjoy most about Holy Family? Why?

Seventh Grade
(answered by parents)

A
Holy Family School gave us hope that our daughter
could thrive in a main stream school, which wasn’t
equipped to assist her. She was always looked after
by her teachers and classmates who helped her
whenever she was in need.

Q
Has your perspective changed since you have
attended Holy Family? In what ways?

A
We have developed greater respect for the staff who
give of themselves unselfishly. We have been very
happy with how the school is not just Catholic in
name, but every aspect of the education is centered
around the church and the sacraments. We always
share our experience of Holy Family Catholic School
with other families who have children with similar
disabilities, so that they can send their child to a
private school like Holy Family. Holy Family has always
made every effort to help Teresa thrive and excel.

Q
What has been the most memorable activity/
opportunity that you have been a part of at
Holy Family? Why?

Q
Tell us about Teresa.

A
When Teresa was in Pre-K she didn’t use a cane to
walk around the campus. Her classmates would hold
her hand and take her around when she couldn’t see
clearly in the bright sunlight, or on the playground. She
can’t tell certain colors apart like blue, black or green,
but her friends would pick out the color she needed
and give them to her. During PE they would steer clear
of not bumping into her or throwing a ball to her while
playing catch. They were her guardian angels always
watching over her. They still look out for her.

A
We have never been able to participate in any sports
due to Teresa's condition. This year she joined the
Robotics team and we have participated in it as a family,
giving us an opportunity to give back to the school.

Q
What do you enjoy most about Holy Family? Why?

A
The small community feel because everyone lifts up
the other in their times of distress and need.

Q

Q

Why did you decide to attend Holy Family
Catholic School?

Teresa, if you could say anything about the school
to a new student what would you say?

A

A

A

It has a great school community. I feel that
everyone is welcome and the students can build
their friendships, knowing that they can trust and
depend on their classmates.

We decided to attend Holy Family Catholic School
to receive a faith-centered education. We bought a
house right in the neighborhood simply to ensure I
would get to go to this Catholic school.

They have never treated me as a student with a
disability, and have always made me feel like a
normal student this is a truly unique school which
has welcomed me with open arms.

diocese of austin
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Year of Mercy

The Jubilee

“Year of Mercy”

is Behind Us — Or is it?
By: Sharon Perkins, Diocesan Director of Evangelization,
Catechisis and Family Life

“The Jubilee year will close with the liturgical Solemnity of
Christ the King on 20 November 2016. On that day, as we
seal the Holy Door, we shall be filled, above all, with a sense
of gratitude and thanksgiving to the Most Holy Trinity for
having granted us an extraordinary time of grace. We will
entrust the life of the Church, all humanity, and the entire
cosmos to the Lordship of Christ, asking him to pour out
his mercy upon us like the morning dew, so that everyone
may work together to build a brighter future.”
– Pope Francis, Misericordiae Vultus, 5

religious practices. Rather, it was meant to be a “refresher
course,” a series of exercises to help us receive, understand,
and share the limitless, compassionate love of Christ, who
invites us to be “merciful like the Father.”
Some of those exercises were very concrete. Some people
went on pilgrimages and walked through Holy Doors.
Some returned to the Sacrament of Reconciliation, many
after a long absence. Still others reacquainted themselves
with the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy — and put
them into practice. Whether “opening our hearts to those
living on the outermost fringes of society,” or finding new
ways to live mercifully within our own families and parish
communities, we watched, listened and learned.

I used to wonder why high school and college graduation
ceremonies were called “commencement exercises.” Weren’t
they celebrating the “end” of something — as in, no more
classes, exams, assignments or the other restrictions that came
with getting an education? But, as we know, the granting of
the diploma launches the graduate into a new chapter in their
life, one in which formal education will be put to practical use
for both the student and the larger community.

November 20 concluded the Jubilee Year, but make no
mistake: it’s a new day. Now is our commencement. May
the fountain of God’s mercy, unsealed in each one of us,
never run dry.
“From the heart of the Trinity, from the depths of the
mystery of God, the great river of mercy wells up and
overflows unceasingly. It is a spring that will never run
dry, no matter how many people draw from it. Every time
someone is in need, he or she can approach it, because the
mercy of God never ends.”
– Pope Francis, Misericordiae Vultus, 25

The Jubilee Year of Mercy drew to a close on Nov. 20, 2016.
In some ways, it seems as if the year has just begun. And
yet, isn’t this the point?
In December 2015, Pope Francis invited us all to go “back
to school” — the school of mercy. The Jubilee Year wasn’t
designed to introduce any new dogmas or groundbreaking
diocese of austin
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Stewardship Spotlight
2017

Life is a
Gift

Upcoming
Diocesan
Events
january 27-29

Diocesan Catholic
Youth Conference
(DCYC)
Waco
january 28

Texas Catholic
Pro-Life Day
Austin
january 28

Faith Weisbruch, a junior at Holy Trinity Catholic
High School in Temple, is the President of the
student Pro-Life Club. She said she’s blessed to
have been raised in a family that is centered on
the abundance and sanctity of life. As one of six
children, she is grateful that her parents have
inspired her passion for life.
Under Faith’s leadership the Pro-Life Club at Holy Trinity works to
raise awareness of the Pro-Life movement. The members advocate for
life within the school community by encouraging their fellow students
to stand-up for the rights of the unborn, the sick, the elderly and the
vulnerable. “Being in a Catholic environment is a good thing. The students
are open to a lot of ideas supporting life and that’s beautiful to see,”
Faith said. Throughout the month of October, the Pro-Life Club held a
Pro-Life Baby Shower to collect baby items for Our Lady of the Angels
Maternity Shelter, which provides shelter to women in crisis pregnancies
and offers post-partum women and their children a loving and stable
family environment. Members of the club delivered the donations to the
shelter during the last week of October. The group also plans to host a
“Honk for Life” event on West Adams in Temple to promote life in the
greater Temple area. “Taking a stand for life is a beautiful witness and I’m
happy to be in an environment that supports that,” she said.
diocese of austin
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Celebrating Catholic
Schools Event
Austin
february 9

White Mass
and Healing Service
St. Theresa Parish
Austin
february 18

Annual Men’s Conference
St. Vincent de Paul Parish
Austin

For event information,
visit www.austindiocese.org
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Good News!

“encounter” (in Spanish, encuentro). Our Diocesan Pastoral Plan, the V Encuentro,
and Pope Francis’s entire pontificate proclaim the “New Evangelization,”
connecting our “encounter” with Jesus to our becoming his Spirit-filled
“missionary disciples.”
To be more specific, the V Encuentro is a movement of the Church that has
embraced four large assemblies of Hispanic/Latino Catholic leaders. It has
incorporated detailed processes of formation and follow-up before and after
each event. The V Encuentro, already in process, will include parish leadership
development between January and July of 2017, a Diocesan Encuentro assembly
in the fall of that year, a regional Encuentro in early 2018, and a National
Encuentro in Grapevine, Texas in the fall of that year. Continuing formation in
evangelization will follow through 2020.
Why single out Hispanics/Latinos?! One reason is that our Hispanic/Latino
brothers and sisters are rapidly becoming the majority of Catholics in the United
States, already exceeding 40% and over 60% of those under 35. Youth and young
adult ministry in our Church is hugely Hispanic! Over 65% of Catholics in our
Diocese are Latinos! Sheer numbers call us to action!
What characterizes the entire Encuentro movement is a passion to affirm
Hispanics/Latinos as a prophetic voice (in Spanish, voz profetica) for
evangelization, intercultural solidarity, community building, and healing of
an increasingly polarized United States. Pope Saint John Paul II, in his talk at
San Antonio’s Plaza Guadalupe in 1987, spoke of the Hispanic Heritage of the
Southwest as “very important for the Church. Spanish was the language of the
first evangelizers of this continent, precisely in this region.” Saint John Paul went
on to challenge today’s Latinos: “It is your turn to be evangelizers, of each other
and of all those whose faith is weak or who have not yet given themselves to the
Lord. May you be no less zealous in evangelization and in Christian service than
your forebears!” Make your parish, he urged, a “family of families.”

By: Father Bruce Nieli, CSP

The V Encuentro is a four-year process of ecclesial
reflection and evangelization that invites all Catholics
in the United States to intense missionary activity,
consultation, leadership development, and the
identification of best ministerial practices in the spirit
of the New Evangelization.

Notice the inclusion “all Catholics!” The first objective of the V Encuentro is to
“call all Catholics in the United States to become authentic and joyful missionary
disciples that give witness to God’s love with a prophetic voice in a culturally
diverse Church.” The V Encuentro is all embracing! It is for all of us, Hispanics and
non-Hispanics alike! Its call echoes that of our Holy Father Pope Francis, who, in
the first sentences of his landmark Apostolic Exhortation The Joy of the Gospel,
exclaims: “The Joy of the Gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter
Jesus. Those who accept his offer of salvation are set free from sin, sorrow, inner
emptiness, and loneliness…I wish to encourage the Christian faithful to embark
upon a new chapter of evangelization marked by this joy, while pointing out new
paths for the Church’s journey in years to come.”

Pope John Paul, in his Apostolic Exhortation The Church in America, promulgated
in that same Basilica in 1999, wrote this: “In America, the mestiza face of the
Virgin of Guadalupe was from the start a symbol of the inculturation of the
Gospel, of which she has been the lodestar and the guide. Through her powerful
intercession, the Gospel will penetrate the hearts of the men and women of
America and permeate their cultures, transforming them from within.”
Let us accompany our Hispanic/Latino brothers and sisters in making this happen!

We here in Central Texas should immediately recognize those initial sentences
from the Holy Father as the words introducing our own Diocesan Pastoral
Plan, Encounter that Leads to Transformation. And notice the common word
diocese of austin
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Celebrating Saints

Thomas Aquinas
Priest and Doctor

(1225-1274), Memorial – january 28

St. Thomas Aquinas is the patron saint of colleges, universities, and schools. The author of the Summa
Theologica, he is honored as the “Angelic Doctor” and was one of the greatest teachers of the medieval
Church. His family hoped he would become a Benedictine and sent him off to be educated at the Abbey
at Montecassino when he was just five years old! An able and eager student, he was inspired by the
Dominicans he met later at the university, and in spite of being kidnapped and held prisoner for a time by
his father, he joined that order and completed his studies under St. Albert the Great. He taught for several
years and, in the service of Pope Urban IV, wrote many philosophical and theological works. These are
his greatest gift to the Church, and more than seven centuries later, the revised Code of Canon Law still
directs that St. Thomas Aquinas “in particular” should be the teacher of those preparing for priesthood.
We are the beneficiaries of his good stewardship of his gifts of faith and intellect. May we grow in wisdom
by his teachings and in holiness by imitating his faith.
Adapted from Sharon Hueckel, Steward Saints for Every Day, Copyright © 1999, the National Catholic Stewardship Council, Inc.,
Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.
diocese of austin

6

reflections | WINTER 2016

