
 
 
February  2007 
 
 
TO:  Bulletin Secretaries 
 
FROM: Ann Bierschenk, Director 
  Office of Pro-Life Activities 
 
RE: February Word of Life Series, Pending Executions, and other Pro-Life Activities 
 
 
The WORD OF LIFE SERIES for the month of February is enclosed.  Please 
use these resources in your bulletin and in the General Intercessions of the February Masses to 
raise awareness at the parish level towards respect life issues.  These are published monthly in 
English and Spanish by the Pro-Life Secretariat of the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops for parish use. To copy and paste, please go to the following website: 
http://www.usccb.org/prolife/liturgy/wolarchive.htm 
 
The Prayer Vigil for February  is scheduled for February 17 at the University Catholic 
center in Austin.  Please use the enclosed flyer and bulletin blurbs to advertise this at your parish. 
 
A Project Rachel Retreat is scheduled for the weekend of February 23 – 25.  Please 
include the enclosed announcement in parish announcements. 
 
The Pro-Life Lenten Day of Reflection will focus on Pope John Paul II Encyclical The 
Gospel of Life and is scheduled for Saturday, March 3 at Holy Trinity Church, Corn Hill.  
Bulletin Announcements are included.  
 
The Pro-Life Day at the Capitol will be on Wednesday, March 7.  Please advertise this in 
your bulletin. 
 
ROSARY FOR MERCY AND PENDING EXECUTIONS for the mon th of 
February are enclosed.  You are welcome to use this information in the bulletin or General 
Intercessions to encourage the faithful to pray for mercy and forgiveness for those on death row. 
 
Bulletin Blurbs have been written for your convenience and are enclosed.   
 
Please use the Project Rachel bulletin blurb included.  Many of the calls for help that we 
receive are from individuals who saw an announcement in the parish bulletin. 
 
Thank you for helping to promote the Gospel of Life! 



Intercessions for Life   FEBRUARY 2007 

 
 
February 4th   FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

For young people  
who seek to fill emptiness  
with the passing pleasures of this world: 
that God might fill their hearts with a love beyond all imagining, 
and imbue their minds with a hunger for the truth; 
We pray to the Lord: 

 
February 11th  SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

For legislators 
who are tempted to trade their consciences for votes: 
that they may embrace the nobility of their calling 
and work for the protection of all their constituents; 
We pray to the Lord: 

 
February 18th  SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

For the elderly and the infirm: 
that we might find in them 
the gift of wisdom and miracle of life; 
We pray to the Lord: 

 
February 25th  FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT  

For those whose selfishness  
leads them to sin against life: 
that the grace of God  
might turn their hearts  
from the ways of darkness and death 
and make them disciples of the Gospel of Life; 
We pray to the Lord: 

 
 
 
 

 
“Here there is a problem that we cannot get around; no one can dispose of human life. An 
insurmountable limit to our possibilities of doing and of experimenting must be 
established. The human being is not a disposable object, but every single individual 
represents God's presence in the world.”  Pope Benedict XVI to the Pontifical Academy for Life 
(September 16, 2006) 
 



Every child born into the world is a new thought of God, 
an ever fresh and radiant possibility. 
 --Kate Douglas Wiggin  
 

February 2007: Bulletin Briefs                   Prepared by the USCCB Secretariat for Pro-Life Activities 
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    --Pope Benedict XVI, Address to the Symposium “Stem Cells: What Future for 
Therapy?” Sept. 16, 2006 
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   --Pope Benedict XVI, Ad Limina Address to the Bishops of Canada-Ontario, Sept. 8, 
2006 
�

Democracy succeeds only to the 
extent that it is based on truth and 
a correct understanding of the 
human person.  Catholic 
involvement in political life 
cannot compromise on this 
principle; otherwise Christian 
witness to the splendour of truth 
in the public sphere would be 
silenced and an autonomy from 
morality proclaimed. 
   --Pope Benedict XVI, Ad Limina 
Address to the Bishops of Canada-
Ontario, Sept. 8, 2006 
 



Intercesiones por la Vida   FEBRERO de 2007 

 
 
4 de febrero    QUINTO DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO  

Por los jóvenes  
que buscan llenar su vacío  
con los efímeros placeres de este mundo: 
que Dios llene sus corazones con el amor que sobrepasa todo 

entendimiento, 
e infunda sus mentes con hambre por la verdad; 
Roguemos al Señor: 

 
11 de febrero   SEXTO DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO  

Por los legisladores 
que se sienten tentados a canjear su conciencia por votos: 
que acepten la nobleza de su vocación 
y trabajen por la protección de todos sus constituyentes; 
Roguemos al Señor: 

 
18 de febrero   SÉPTIMO DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARI O 

Por los ancianos y los enfermos: 
para que podamos encontrar en ellos  
el don de la sabiduría y el milagro de la vida; 
Roguemos al Señor: 

 
25 de febrero   PRIMER DOMINGO DE CUARESMA 

Por aquellos cuyo egoísmo  
los lleva a pecar contra la vida: 
que la gracia de Dios  
aleje sus corazones  
de las sendas de la oscuridad y la muerte 
y los convierta en discípulos del Evangelio de la Vida; 
Roguemos al Señor: 

 
 
 
 

 
 
“Aquí hay un problema que no podemos ignorar: nadie puede disponer de la vida humana. Se debe establecer una 
frontera infranqueable a nuestras posibilidades de actuar y experimentar. El hombre no es un objeto del que 
podamos disponer, sino que cada individuo representa la presencia de Dios en el mundo”  

—Papa Benedicto XVI a la Pontificia Academia para la Vida (16 de septiembre de 2006) 
�



Cada niño que viene al mundo es un nuevo pensamiento de Dios, 

una posibilidad siempre fresca y radiante. 

Febrero de 2007: Citas para boletines                 Preparadas por el Secretariado de Actividades Pro-Vida de USCCB 
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—Papa Benedicto XVI, Discurso a los participantes del Simposio sobre el tema “Las células madres: qué 
futuro para la terapia” 16 de septiembre de 2006�
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los participantes del Simposio sobre el 
tema “Las células madres: qué futuro 
para la terapia” 16 de septiembre de 
2006 
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—Papa Benedicto XVI, Discurso a los obispos de Canadá, región de Ontario, en visita 
ad limina, 8 de septiembre de 2006�

La democracia sólo tiene éxito si 
se basa en la verdad y en una 
correcta comprensión de la 
persona humana. Los católicos 
que participan en la vida política 
no pueden aceptar componendas 
con respecto a este principio; de lo 
contrario, se silenciaría el 
testimonio cristiano del esplendor 
de la verdad en la esfera pública y 
se proclamaría la autonomía de la 
moral. 
—Papa Benedicto XVI, Discurso a los 
obispos de Canadá, región de Ontario, 
en visita ad limina, 8 de septiembre de 
2006 



Pending Executions for February 2007 
 

 
James Jackson, 47, is scheduled to be executed on February 7 for the April 8, 
1997 strangulation deaths of his 2 step daughters and wife at their home in 
Houston. The Office of Pro-Life Activities invites all to pray for the victims of 
this violent crime, the convicted killer, and their families, that they may all find 
mercy, healing, forgiveness, and peace. 
 

 

Newton Anderson, 30, is scheduled to be executed on February 22 for the 
March 4, 1999 shooting deaths of an elderly couple who walked in on him 
while he was burglarizing their home. The Office of Pro-Life Activities invites 
all to pray for the victim of this violent crime, the convicted killer, and their 
families, that they may all find mercy, healing, forgiveness, and peace.   
 
 

 
Donald Miller, 44, is scheduled to be executed on February 27 for the 
February 2, 1982 robbery and shooting deaths of Michael Dennis Mozingo 
and Kenneth White in the Houston area. The Office of Pro-Life Activities 
invites all to pray for the victims of this violent crime, the convicted killer, 
and their families, that they may all find mercy, healing, forgiveness, and 
peace. 
 

 
 



ROSARY FOR MERCY 
 
VL - Vigil Leader        1ML - First Mystery Leader     2ML - Second Mystery Leader     Etc… 
 
The appropriate mysteries will be prayed according to day of the week.  
 
VL: We lift up this rosary on the occasion of the pending execution of death 

row inmate (N) which is to take place today at six o’clock in the 
afternoon. We lift up and entrust his/her soul to the mercy of God, asking 
forgiveness for his/her crime and forgiveness for all violence which takes 
place in the world. We also lift up the victims and families of this violent 
crime, and all those involved in this execution, that they may come to find 
mercy, healing, forgiveness, and peace. 

 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty… 

 
1ML: The First Mystery…We lift up this mystery for the death row inmate who 

is to be executed today, that he may repent of his crime and entrust 
him/herself to the mercy of God, and also for all death row inmates. Our 
Father… 

 
2ML: The Second Mystery…We lift up this mystery for the repose of the soul of 

the victim(s) of this violent crime, [N(s)], and for all victims of violence, 
that they may be received into the Lord’s Kingdom and come to know His 
love and peace. Our Father… 

 
3ML: The Third Mystery…We lift up this mystery for all the families involved 

in this tragedy: for the family of the victim(s) and of the death row inmate, 
and for all families torn apart by violence, that they may all find mercy, 
healing, forgiveness and peace in the face of loss. 

 
4ML: The Fourth Mystery…We lift up this mystery for all those involved in the 

criminal justice system, particularly the state representatives, judges, etc, 
and all those responsible for the common good, that while remaining ever 
faithful to their duty to protect innocent life, they may be merciful to those 
who have caused harm to others. Our Father… 

 
5ML: The Fifth Mystery…That human life at every stage, from conception to 

natural death, may be protected and defended, and every form of violence 
banished, be it the death penalty, war, abortion, euthanasia, exploitation or 
otherwise. Our Father… 

 
VL: Hail Holy Queen… 
 Oh God, whose only begotten son… 
 In the name of the Father… 
   



Bulletin Announcements for February 2007  
Pro-Life Activities: 
 

For the Weekend of February 3 & 4 
February Prayer Vigil  – The February Prayer Vigil is scheduled for Saturday, February 
17th at the University Catholic Center in Austin and will be hosted by the Catholic Longhorns 
for Life.  Fr. David Farnum will be the main celebrant at the Mass which will begin at 7 am 
followed by a car caravan to the Austin Women’s Abortion Facility at 1902 S IH 35.  From 
8:20 to 9:50 am a rosary will be prayed at the site and then followed by Benediction at the 
University Catholic Center at 10:20 am with refreshments served afterwards.  All are invited to 
attend.  Call the Office of Pro-Life Activities for more information at 512-238-1756. 
 

A Project Rachel Retreat is scheduled for the weekend of February 23 – 25.  Project 
Rachel is a confidential ministry that brings hope and healing to those suffering from a past 
abortion.  For more information call 1-877-We Care 2 or 512-238-1756. 
 

Pending Execution - James Jackson, 47, is scheduled to be executed on February 7 for the 
April 8, 1997 strangulation deaths of his 2 step daughters and wife at their home in Houston. The 
Office of Pro-Life Activities invites all to pray for the victims of this violent crime, the convicted 
killer, and their families, that they may all find mercy, healing, forgiveness, and peace. 
 

For the Weekend of February 10 & 11 
February Prayer Vigil  – The February Prayer Vigil is scheduled for Saturday, February 
17th at the University Catholic Center in Austin and will be hosted by the Catholic Longhorns 
for Life.  Fr. David Farnum will be the main celebrant at the Mass which will begin at 7 am 
followed by a car caravan to the Austin Women’s Abortion Facility at 1902 S IH 35.  From 
8:20 to 9:50 am a rosary will be prayed at the site and then followed by Benediction at the 
University Catholic Center at 10:20 am with refreshments served afterwards.  All are invited to 
attend.  Call the Office of Pro-Life Activities for more information at 512-238-1756. 
 

A Project Rachel Retreat is scheduled for the weekend of February 23 – 25.  Project 
Rachel is a confidential ministry that brings hope and healing to those suffering from a past 
abortion.  For more information call 1-877-We Care 2 or 512-238-1756. 
 

Pro-Life Lenten Day of Reflection on John Paul II’s Encyclical The Gospel of Life will 
be on Saturday, March 3 at Holy Trinity Church in Corn Hill.  All are invited to attend.  For 
more information or to RSVP, contact the Office of Pro-Life Activities at 512-238-1756. 
   

Pro-Life Day at the Capitol is scheduled for Wednesday, March 7.  The all day statewide 
event will begin with Mass at 8:00 am at the Bishop’s Hall of St. Mary Cathedral in downtown 
Austin.  Instructions and visits to legislators will follow.  For more information or to RSVP, 
please contact the Office of Pro-Life Activities at 512-238-1756, 
 

Pending Execution - Clyde Smith Jr, 32, is scheduled to be executed on February 15 for the 
February 6, 1992 shooting death of Yellow Cab driver David Jacobs in Houston. He is also 
charged in the March 1992 killing of United Cab driver Victor Bilton in Houston. The Office of 
Pro-Life Activities asks that all please pray for the victims of these crimes, as well as the 
convicted killer, and their families—that they may all find mercy, healing, forgiveness, and 
peace. 
 

 



For the Weekend of February 17 & 18 
Pending Execution - Newton Anderson, 30, is scheduled to be executed on February 22 for 
the March 4, 1999 shooting deaths of an elderly couple who walked in on him while he was 
burglarizing their home. The Office of Pro-Life Activities invites all to pray for the victim of this 
violent crime, the convicted killer, and their families, that they may all find mercy, healing, 
forgiveness, and peace.   
 

Pro-Life Lenten Day of Reflection on John Paul II’s Encyclical The Gospel of Life will 
be on Saturday, March 3 at Holy Trinity Church in Corn Hill.  All are invited to attend.  For 
more information or to RSVP, contact the Office of Pro-Life Activities at 512-238-1756. 
   

Pro-Life Day at the Capitol is scheduled for Wednesday, March 7.  The all day statewide 
event will begin with Mass at 8:00 am at the Bishop’s Hall of St. Mary Cathedral in downtown 
Austin.  Instructions and visits to legislators will follow.  For more information or to RSVP, 
please contact the Office of Pro-Life Activities at 512-238-1756, 
 

For the Weekend of February 24 & 25 
Donald Miller, 44, is scheduled to be executed on February 27 for the February 2, 1982 robbery 
and shooting deaths of Michael Dennis Mozingo and Kenneth White in the Houston area. The 
Office of Pro-Life Activities invites all to pray for the victims of this violent crime, the convicted 
killer, and their families, that they may all find mercy, healing, forgiveness, and peace. 
 

Pro-Life Lenten Day of Reflection on John Paul II’s Encyclical The Gospel of Life will 
be on Saturday, March 3 at Holy Trinity Church in Corn Hill.  All are invited to attend.  For 
more information or to RSVP, contact the Office of Pro-Life Activities at 512-238-1756. 
   

Pro-Life Day at the Capitol is scheduled for Wednesday, March 7.  The all day statewide 
event will begin with Mass at 8:00 am at the Bishop’s Hall of St. Mary Cathedral in downtown 
Austin.  Instructions and visits to legislators will follow.  For more information or to RSVP, 
please contact the Office of Pro-Life Activities at 512-238-1756, 
 

 


