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July 28, 2006 
 
 
 
Priests in the Diocese of Austin 
 
Dear Brother Priest, 
 
As you are probably aware, the Diocese of Austin is holding the diocesan ministry conference, The 
Symphony of the Faith, on Saturday, October 14, 2006, at the Austin Convention Center. 
 
One particular session within that conference will be sponsored by the Vocation Office.  It is called 
“Creating a Vocation Culture”.  The goal of this workshop is to foster a dynamic vocation culture 
throughout the Diocese of Austin. 
   
It is our hope that this workshop will serve as a springboard for the development of parish vocation 
committees or parish vocation contacts throughout the diocese. 
 
If someone from your parish can attend the workshop, it will help us to equip parishioners to respond to 
the call of all the faithful to foster and support vocations, assisting you with vocation ministry in your 
parish. 
 
If your parish already has a vocation committee, then this workshop will help in their continuing 
formation.  If you do not already have a vocation committee or contact person, then this would be a good 
opportunity to establish one.  We can get them started with a variety of promotion projects and materials 
that have proven successful in various parishes. 
 
We envision a parish vocation contact acting as a liaison between the parish and the Vocation Office, 
helping to promote diocesan vocation events to the people of your parish and sponsoring parish activities 
on vocations. 
 
Throughout the year we will continue to provide you with information regarding Project Andrew, the 
Seminary Sprint, National Vocation Awareness Week, World Day of Prayer for Vocations, and other 
discernment opportunities, as well as provide vocation promotion tools such as the seminarian poster 
and the vocation poster, planning kits, and bulletin announcements.  A parish vocation contact or 
committee can help to involve more parishioners in carrying out these activities in the vital work of 
vocations promotion. 
 
We have enclosed a flier that you can use to invite your parishioners to the vocations workshop on 
October 14.  You may also consider mentioning this workshop to your parishioners who are already 
fostering vocations to the priesthood or consecrated life – members of the DCCW, ladies club, Knights 
of Columbus, Altar Society, Bible Study,  prayer groups or youth ministry leaders. 



 
Also consider tapping new interest among families, young adults, and parents with children in your 
catechetical program or Catholic school. 
 
If there are any questions, I am available at (512) 697-2005 or by email at fr-mike-sis@austindiocese.org 
and my assistant Celina Galvan is available at (512) 697-2030 or by email at celina-
galvan@austindiocese.org. 
 
Yours in the joy of Christ’s service, 

 
Rev. Michael J. Sis 
Vocation Director 
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