
òõForI was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill
and you cared for me, I was in prison and you visited me.õThen the
righteous will answer him and say, ôLord,when did we seeyou hungry
and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? When did we see you a
stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? When did we see
you ill or in prison, and visit you?õAnd the king will say to them in
reply, ôAmenI say to you, whatever you did for one of these least
brothers of mine, you did for me.õó- Matthew 25:35-40



Cost of Living: 

National Averages vs. Austin, TX:

U.S. National Averages Austin, TX Averages

$20,614 Income, family of 4 $20,614 Income, family of 4

$5,756 House Payments $10,944 House Payments

$2,656 Utilities $2,292 Utilities

$5,330 Transportation $4,296 Transportation

$4,064 Food $7,044 Food

$2,329 Health/Medical $5,160 Health/Medical

$2,600 Childcare $8,640 Child Care

$-2,121 DEBT AMOUNT $-17,762 DEBT AMOUNT

If you were living in poverty, how  many necessities do you think you could afford?  

What do you think you would be unable to buy?  The table below is a breakdown of 

basic necessities for a family of 4, while neglecting other basic needs, such as clothing, 

furniture, home repair, and other basic supplies:



Poverty Levels:
Size of 

Family Unit

48 States, DC, and 

Outlying Jurisdictions

Alaska Hawaii

1 $9,800 $12,250 $11,270

2 $13,200 $16,250 $15,180

3 $16,600 $25,000 $19,090

4 $20,000 $29,250 $23,000

5 $23,400 $33,500 $26,910

6 $26,800 $37,750 $30,820

7 $30,200 $42,000 $34,730

8 $37,000 $45,000 $38,640

Each year, the government 
produces a table listing what 
income levels classify a family as 
poor based on household size.  
The table below is a breakdown 
of basic necessities for a family 
of 4, while neglecting other basic 
needs, such as clothing, 
furniture, home repair, and 
other basic supplies:



2005 Poverty Levels:
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Poverty Rates Before GA 29 33 39 29 30 27 36 38 29

Poverty Rates After GA 10 4 8 7 7 4 3 13 18

Reduction Factor (%) 66 88 79 76 77 85 92 66 38

The United States is one of the wealthiest countries in the 
world.  Despite this, the government offers the lowest amount of 
aid for the needy.  Other nations, including those less affluent 
than the United States, do considerably more to help those who 
are in need.  In many cases, they offer aid that brings people 
above the poverty level.  The following table shows poverty 
levels of some major industrialized countries, as well as the 
poverty levels after government assistance:


